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David’s Report:
Less than a year ago there were two stories of turmoil that collided in a

God-ordained way. And it’s that collision that has led us to the point we are at today. Today,
the day we are handing out these reports, we are also baptizing several people who
weren’t at this church a year ago. And it’s through connections to others who weren’t here
a year ago that brought them to this place.

It was an interesting collision that most people wouldn’t have given any credence
to. But, through the leading of the Holy Spirit and the willingness of people to take a
chance to see what God was up to, SixEight church emerged the from what looked like the
ashes of death.

It may sound a little grim, and the picture may come across a little dark and dire, but
for any involved in the behind the scenes discussions of the past year, you know the picture
was dark and cloudy. We weren’t sure what God was going to do, but we knew He was doing
something.

And He has done things.

We saw a steady growth in attendance from April through December of 2014. We
grew through the summer months - a time when most churches struggle to keep the
people they have - and we grew. Through the work of a committed team of volunteers, we
gave the Hazel Dell community a party unlike any we had ever done. We baptized new
believers. We reached out through ministries like the Food Pantry to minister to those
whom society has left behind. We changed our name to reflect our mission and vision for
this church in this community. We saw 7-10 individuals make commitments to follow Jesus
during November and December. And today we are baptizing some of those individuals.

God has done great things!

As a family, we are so thankful that this church took a chance on a washed up
worship pastor. Our story was one of the two stories in turmoil last year at this time. We
weren’t sure what God wanted for us, but we were sure we were done doing church the
same way we had always done it. As it turns out, that’s exactly where God wanted us so we
could come into this environment and allow God to lead us to create the kind of church He
wants to have in Hazel Dell.

Lest I paint daisies on a picture of woe and heartache - you should know this year
has brought with it many challenges for our church. There has been a lot of pain that our
body has gone through. There have been a lot of trying times. As we have pulled ourselves
up by our bootstraps, we have gotten through, but we also recognize the shortcomings of
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our current mode of operation. We know that if we continue in some of the same patterns
and systems of the past, we will not be able to maintain the level of ministry God has called
us to.

God is going to do great things!

So, as we take steps into 2014, we are making plans in a different way than before.
We are going to be seeking to live within a budget for the church. To do that, we will need
to see an increase in giving and attendance. And we are confident God will bring that to us
as his body at SixEight. However, to see that, we also recognize that we cannot sit and wait
for God to move in our absence, but that we must join Him and move with Him in His
presence.

We are also seeking to have a strategic process for leading people to become fully
devoted followers of Jesus Christ. As we have observed from Jesus, we have things we
need to do to be making disciples of Jesus Christ. We took a big step in this direction at the
end of 2013 to get started with the Multiply Movement, but that is only one piece of the
process we need to have in place. So, you can expect to hear about the entire process in
the weeks and months to come. You can also expect gentle encouragement to continue to
take steps along the path of the process. We will do this, because we know that to grow as
a church we have to be growing as individuals within the church.

This will require more of us than we have given in the past. This will require we
sacrifice more of our time as we strive to shine the light of God’s love into our 8 to 15. This
will also require we sacrifice more of our money and possession to see the work of the
Kingdom advance in 2014.

And that is what you will find in this report. Yes you will hear numbers and stats
about what has happened over the last year. But what I hope you hear the most is how the
sacrifices you have made in 2013 brought about eternal rewards in the lives of people who
have been changed. I hope you see how the time you gave made a difference. I hope you
see how the dollars you gave made an eternal impact.

We recognize that God has given us a vision for making a difference in this
community. Our vision is to be a church of disciples making disciple-makers who do justice,
love mercy and walk humbly. And as extremely important as that vision is, the building of
an organization is not our primary purpose. People are. People are our purpose. Seeing
people’s lives change for eternity is our purpose. You are are purpose. The 8 to 15 people
in your life is our purpose.

I’m so glad God led us to SixEight Church. I’m so glad God led SixEight to invite us. I’m
so glad God led you to SixEight - whether you’ve been here for 30 years or 30 seconds. I’m
so glad God has led us this past year. And it’s because of that leading I’m so excited for this
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coming year. Because God is unable to be unfaithful. And if we are faithful in following a
faithful God, He will lead us to heights we could never imagine.

“Take up your cross and follow me, I heard my master say.
I gave my life to ransom thee, surrender your all today.
He drew me closer to His side, I sought his will to know
And in that will I now abide, wherever He leads I’ll go.

Wherever He leads I’ll go, wherever He leads I’ll go
I’ll follow my Christ who love me so, wherever He leads I’ll go.

It may be through the shadows dim, or over the stormy sea
I’ll take my cross and follow Him, wherever he leadeth me.
My heart, my life, my all I bring, to Christ who loves me so;
He is my Master, Lord and King Wherever He leads I’ll go.

Wherever He leads I’ll go, wherever He leads I’ll go
I’ll follow my Christ who loves me so, wherever He leads I’ll go.”

Current Youth Ministries
I came to SixEight in August, ready to take on the challenge and blessing of working

with youth in a very intentional and personal way. Lindsey Manning was faithful to our
students, helping them transition to my leadership as we moved forward with the youth.
We had a hard time getting the word out about this new change we were trying to create
with the youth culture at SixEight; trying to challenge the idea in adults’ minds that
teenagers are all about smoking behind the trash bins and hanging out in their leather
jackets next to their cars in the parking lots of bowling allies and drive-ins. With this view,
getting people to want to work with our students seems impossible… But honestly who
could blame them? Who in their right mind would WANT to work with teenagers? Oh
wait… I do that every week! In order to combat this thinking, we are continuing to try to
create a healthy culture with our youth within the church. Our goal is to show SixEight and
the community around us that youth today are hungry for God and the grace He brings.
Students need people to come around them and care about them. They are in desperate
need of being able to share about the hardships and temptations that they face on a daily
basis. The saving grace of Jesus Christ is the remedy. This is where we can be a tool for
those students. We need your help!

Now for the victories: We have seen God work in huge ways in these last few
months! We have had four students except Christ for the first time! Two of those students
have chosen to make a public announcement of their faith through baptism. We are now
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working with a staff of 6 people who, every week, put in the time to connect with our
students. Mary, along with the help of a few others, cooks dinner for us every week!
Together the youth group is sponsoring a child in Columbia. So far we have been able to
have a Middle School retreat, which allowed students to get away from the distractions of
daily life and focus completely on God. Just recently, we started a high school leadership
team! This team is made up of “Students Helping In Evangelical Leadership Development.”
Our S.H.I.E.L.D group is making the choice to become servants in our youth group and is
preparing for a leadership retreat in March. These students are passionate to see the
youth group grow in a healthy way! This means focusing on building relationships with God
and others.

Our goal for our group is not revolved around a magic number of students. While it
would be amazing to have 100 students, our goal is more focused on building up youth who
fall in love with Jesus. We want to see them make life decisions where they are making
disciples who make disciples for the rest of their lives. 2013 was an incredible year. I cannot
wait to see what God has planned for us in 2014!

In Him,
Kenan Stolz
Student Life Pastor

6:8 Kids
The beginning of 2013 came with a different set of challenges than many children’s

ministries face - a shortage of kids. But, that wasn’t a problem we kept for too long. For the
months of January - June we averaged about 6 kids. For the months of July - August, we
averaged 15 kids!

We also started making some crucial changes for our children’s ministry. Some of
those include increasing safety and security for our kids. We also hired Kenan who is
helping with youth and kids ministry.

As we move into 2014, we expect to see God do some great things in 6:8 kids. We are
continuing to step up our safety and security, starting a new curriculum and changing the
layout for Kindergarten - 5th grade. We also hope to be able to split the nursery into a
nursery and preschool as well as create a crib room to be ready for the moms who come
with young babies.

Chasing Supermom
One of the new ministries we started this year was Chasing Supermom. When God

led the Lindner’s here, he also brought Bekki who has a passion to see moms feel
encouraged and empowered to serve their families through the week.
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It is through the passion of Bekki Lindner that Chasing Supermom came to be. She
has led the ministry from it’s inception to a point where we have had 18 moms coming to
the group. The moms find a welcoming environment where they can be real and their kids
get their own special programming that Bekki also creates called SuperKids.

We are so grateful for Bekki’s labor of love in creating this ministry, and we hope to
be able to surround her with a team to help carry some of the burden in 2014. What a
blessing it is to have someone willing to serve moms in our community. As we look at 2014
we plan on being able to take the financial burden of Chasing Supermom off of Bekki - but
we are so thankful for her willingness to sacrifice to get this ministry started. We also hope
to be able to recruit more workers to help with running the SuperKids program.

But instead of talking about how great it is from the outside, we asked some moms
from the group for their feedback. Here’s what they had to say.

● “I come because of how accepting everyone is! Everyone is so friendly. If we
didn't already have a church home that we love we would go to 6:8” Desarae
Smith

● “I love how everyone is so willing to help each other. It is such a blessing to
be with people who really care about how you are doing. Love you all, and
thankful for your prayers!” Andrea Hattrick

● “I love the honesty about life each mom has in this group. It's such a blessing
to be a part of such a "real" and loving group of moms!” Taby Seebart

● “I love that everyone makes each other feel welcome when coming and
when our family was going through a really rough time so many of you
reached out with prayer, encouragement and by asking what you could do to
help our family… you were being the hands and feet of Jesus and that is
amazing. I love that it doesn’t matter what "church building" each of us
attend but that we can BE the church together in our moms group. I’m
grateful for Bekki for creating the group and for Carissa for inviting me…” -
Lindsey Lavios

● “I love this group because we are all so real with each and so close, it feels
like family. I love that at the second meeting we had to start putting all the
tables together because we didn't want to be apart from anyone!” Alyssa
Abeling

● “I have only been once so far but I am so glad that I was invited! I haven't
been around other women much since becoming a mom and I really enjoyed
it, I could feel the love you have for eachother and I look forward to seeing
you all again because I never get a chance to do anything without baby and I
felt great knowing she was playing with other kids.” Chelsea Sponsler

Bekki has spent around $500.00 in getting Chasing Supermom running this year. We
hope to be able to provide funding from the church budget to offset this cost in the future.
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Man Cave
We tried something new to reach out Men in our community this year. We wanted to

get guys together on their terms. Since men don’t typically do things in groups, we wanted
to create a place where men would be comfortable gathering with other men. So, through
the donations of people connected to the church we were able to furnish the Man Cave.
We opened the weekend before the Block Party, and saw some nights with 6-8 men
gathering for Monday Night Football. We hope to be able to expand the reach of this
ministry in 2014. How we plan on doing this is getting a team of men together to be more
strategic in the events we offer and our strategy in connecting with men outside the
church.

Food Pantry
Since moving here from their old site, the Whipple Creek Food Pantry has added

over 300 new families.  which is more than were added in the 10 years at their old site.  We
are feeding between 40 and 80 families each week, which comes to over 2500 people a
month, the majority of whom live in the Hazel Dell area.  We are the only Food Pantry in
Clark County that allows clients to receive food each week.  We are able to do this because
God keeps opening up new sources for food supplies and keeps providing the money
through grants and gifts so we can operate without the need to draw from our church's
general funds.  We have  15 to 20 volunteers in our prayer circle before we open the doors
each Wednesday.  Our determination to treat people with dignity and respect has brought
both clients and volunteers into our church family,  and has resulted in Clark County Food
Bank using us as an example to other food pantry operations.

Laundry Love
Laundry Love is a ministry where we partner with Mimi’s Laundromat on 99th. on

the last Monday of every month we have the opportunity to help people who are
struggling financially by assisting them with doing their laundry. Our goal is to build
relationships with these individuals and to show them love in a time of need. In 2013,
Whipple Creek Laundry Love celebrated its one year anniversary! Throughout that year, we
were blessed to be able to help several families in the area. From January through June we
were helping between 3-7 families each month. The last half of the year we saw an
increase in the families who and were able to help from 11-17 families each month.

Block Party
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On September 7th, we put on the first Block Party for our church. This was also the
first event we did as SixEight Church! Throughout the course of the summer, a team of
about 15 people planned the various aspects of the Block Party. Through some very hard
work and some great teamwork, we were able to rally between 40-50 volunteers for the
day of the event. Because of the hard work of the team and the volunteers, we were able
to serve around 500 people from the surrounding community. All for free!  We were also
blessed to welcome several visitors from the surrounding neighborhood to our church in
the weeks that followed the block party.

Mocha 6:8
We have been able to continue the operation of Mocha 6:8 throughout the course of

2013. We were able to do some small things to help the continued success of Mocha 6:8
such as the ability to take debit cards.

However, the greatest hope for Mocha 6:8 lies in 2014. We are planning to make the
necessary improvements to be able to open Mocha 6:8 to the public in the first part of
2014. This will require some improvements in equipment and facilities, but we are hopeful
in the possibilities this will bring to us. Make sure to stay tuned for updates in how you can
help. One simple way you can help today is to like Mocha 6:8  on Facebook by going to
www.facebook.com/mochasixeight. Another easy way to help is to buy coffee and
merchandise from the coffee shop!
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Finances
As you can imagine, the change in leadership for our church came some financial

struggle for our church throughout this year. But, we saw God provide exactly what we
needed every week. He has been faithful to us in so many ways, and we know that He will
continue to provide exactly what we need to do what He has called us to do in Hazel Dell
and Vancouver.

A few numbers to help you get a picture of what has happened this year. Let’s start
with attendance! Once we got through Easter we saw Attendance drop to an average of
63.25/week in the month of May. But, as we started to plan for Summer and Fall, we started
to see a corresponding increase in attendance.

As a part of that increase we have also seen some people make first time decisions
for Christ. We were able to baptize 2 people on the Labor Day weekend (9/1/2013). We also
saw between 7 - 9 people make a first time decision to follow Jesus in November and
December!

However, we are thrilled with what we saw in 2013, not just because we saw an
increase in our numbers. The reason we are so thrilled is because we are seeing people
find a welcoming and accepting place to belong at SixEight Church. On top of that, we are
seeing people make eternity changes for Jesus at our church!
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With the increase in attendance we saw an increase in giving:

We received just under $80,000 in tithes and offerings for the year, $20,246 in
designated and Missions giving (most of that early in the year to close out Whipple Creek
World Missions accounts), as well as $46,500 through the sale of assets, and a special gift.
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As you can see, in regards to our Tithes and Offerings, we were quite a bit short
from being able to cover our expenses for 2013. However, with the sale of one of the lots
behind the church, as well as selling other assets and a generous gift, we were able to stay
in the black.

We saw in increase in households who give per month as well. There were 22 giving
units through August and 26 for September - December. We also added 20 new family units
to our church in 2013!

As we try to gauge the health of our giving as a church, a commonly used analysis is
the average giving per adult. Our average adult attendance for the year is 63.5 adults. Our
average annual giving per adult is $1254.44. Which makes the average monthly giving per
adult $104.54. And finally the average weekly giving per adult is $24.12.

If we could see an increase in our weekly giving average per adult from $24.12 to $40,
we would be close to covering expenses without any growth in attendance. My aim in
sharing this detail with you is to encourage some who have yet to take that step of faith in
giving. If you haven’t ever tried tithing, this would be a good time to start! But I also want to
thank those of you who have been faithful in giving year after year. Your obedience and
generosity is what has enabled us to make such an impact in our community this year.

The staff has been working to put together a budget for 2014 so we can start to
learn to live within our means. To see us reach that budget we will have to see a significant
increase in giving. But, we have reasons for the budget decisions we have made. For
instance, we hope to be able to relieve ministry leaders from carrying the financial burden
for their ministries on their own shoulders. To do that we will need ministry budgets. We
also need to start saving for future expansion and maintenance. We have several repairs
that need to be made right now, but haven’t had the money to do that. So, we have started
incorporating maintenance and future expansion into the budget.

Our total budget for 2014 is $161,724. To reach that budget at our current size we
would need to see our average weekly giving per adult go up to $48.98. Some of you are
already giving more than that. For others, that might seem like a lot to give in a year and
you can’t imagine giving that per week. However, I would just remind you that the area of
tithing is the one area God wants you to test him. And speaking from personal experience,
God always comes through. We (The Lindner’s) have financially tested God as a family this
year, and He has been more than faithful. If you’re struggling financially, start giving
something to God and see if He doesn’t take care of you in ways you don’t understand!
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The Big Picture
There is a lot more math to be shared, but I don’t want you to drown in numbers.

What I hope you will see through this report is the impact that your giving has made. I hope
as you read through the first several pages of this report, you recognize that you played a
significant role in seeing all those things happen. Whether you gave financially or through
your time and talent, it was all that you gave that helped us reach every person this year.

I don’t know about you, but thinking back over 2013 and all the good that we did just
makes me want to give more and do more for 2014. We have a goal in front of us for Easter
of reaching 420 by 4/20. The way we are going to do this is to be faithful to Mark 4:20 and
prepare the soil of the 8 to 15 people God has put in our lives. God has put us in others’ lives
so we can shine the light of God’s love to them. And that through living that light with them
watching they will be drawn to the light of God in us.

If we doubled our weekly adult givers and gave at a level of $48.98/week, we would
have triple the amount of money to work with.

No it’s not all about money. It’s about reaching as many people in Hazel Dell for
Christ as possible. Trust me, if I was just after your money, I’d never ask. I’m not the kind of
guy that goes after people for their money. It’s not who I am, it’s not in my DNA. But, when
it comes to reaching people for Christ, I’m willing to step across that line.

That’s because the mission God has given us as a church, “Disciples making
disciple-makers. Disciples who do justice, love mercy and walk humbly” is so much more
important than money. We think money is a big deal, but when we all get to heaven the
only thing that will matter is how many people we brought with us. How much we worried
about money and spent our lives trying to get more of it will all vanish. The only thing you
can take to heaven with you is people. And I want to take as many people as possible with
us.

That’s my desire. That’s our desire as a church. We aren’t trying to build a mega
church. We are trying to reach a multitude of people who are lost. To do that, we need
everyone who calls SixEight Church their home to give of their time, talent and treasure.
We must all join God in His mission in our community.

How can we not join Him? Hasn’t he completely changed your life? Hasn’t he
completely changed your family? Haven’t you witnessed Him change the lives of so many
this year? I have. And I stand amazed and humbled that I’ve gotten to be a part of it. And I
just want to see more of that. I want to see more lives changed. I want to see more
families saved. I want to witness it and be a witness for it.
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Can you imagine what our community would look like a year from now if we all did
our part in seeing God glorified in Hazel Dell? Can you imagine what it would look like if we
were all focused on doing justice, loving mercy and walking humbly?

Do you know what would happen? It wouldn’t just change our community, but it
would spread like wild-fire to the world around us. And we could be on our way to changing
the world for Jesus’ name. And that’s exactly what we’re called to do. “ Then Jesus came to
them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” - Matthew 28:18-20

He has shown you, O Man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you?
But to do justice, and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

- Micah 6:8
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